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Marie-Theres Albert 

Key Note “Transboundary European World Heritage - a Topic for 

UNESCO Associated Schools" What has been done? What has been 

achieved? What are the next steps? 

 

Slide 1 

Dear Ladies and Gentlemen, Colleagues, and Guests, 

European cultural heritage and UNESCO World Heritage are closely linked: a large 

number of Europe's exceptional cultural heritage sites are on the World Heritage List. 
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More than 20 of these European World Heritage sites extend across national bor-

ders. They have been jointly recognized by several countries and inscribed on the 

World Heritage list, including the following:  

"Erzgebirge/Krušnohoří Mining Region” in Saxony and the Czech Republic, 

inscribed in June 2019. 

 

Slide 2 - Erzgebirge/Krušnohoří Mining Region 
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"Muskauer Park/Park Mużakowski” In Saxony and Poland 

 

Slide 3 - Muskauer Park/Park Mużakowski 
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"Prehistoric Pile Dwellings around the Alps" in six countries – Austria, Germa-

ny, France, Italy, Slovenia and Switzerland 

 

Slide 4 - Prehistoric Pile Dwellings around the Alps 
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“Frontiers of the Roman Empire" in Germany, Austria and the UK 

 

Slide 5 - Frontiers of the Roman Empire 
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“The Architectural Work of Le Corbusier" in Argentina, Belgium, France, Swit-

zerland, India, and Japan 

 

Slide 6 - The Architectural Work of Le Corbusier 

Transboundary sites represent in a special way how people in their respective coun-

tries have jointly created their culture and societies. They represent historical pro-

cesses in which people and peoples have had conflicts, have separated but also re-

united. Transboundary heritage sites are therefore ideally suited to identify and point 

out the respective national as well as transnational aspects of heritage and to draw 

from them a common European identity. 
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The 5 C’s 

 

Slide 7 - The 5 C's 

Although the importance of these sites for transnational understanding in Europe is 

sufficiently known, they have rarely been elaborated for the affected population. This 

is all the more surprising in view of the fact that the participating countries committed 

themselves to basic capacity building as early as 2002 within the framework of the 

Global Strategy of the World Heritage Convention. Community Involvement was in-

troduced in 2007 as an important factor in the protection of World Heritage.  
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European Cultural Heritage Year - Sharing Heritage 

 

Slide 8 - European Cultural Heritage Year (ECHY) 

In addition to the World Heritage Convention, the goals and content of the "European 

Cultural Heritage Year" Sharing Heritage were important for our project. With their 

holistic approach, they provided a suitable framework for anchoring the significance 

of World Heritage in people's minds. Our aim was to bring the issue of World Herit-

age to the attention of the younger generation and to link it to the "common European 

World Heritage.”  

World Heritage serves international understanding. European World Heritage, which 

extends across countries, has the potential to prepare Europe's heritage, with all its 

ups and downs, for sustainable development. Sustainability for us means the heirs, 

i.e. the young people who want to learn to understand history in order to shape the 
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future. Within the framework of this project, students from UNESCO project schools 

should be the target group. In contrast to the World Heritage Convention, ECHY did 

not only aim at the conservation and protection of the so-called "tangible heritage.” 

Rather, the concept is based on a holistic understanding of material and immaterial 

heritage, of formally and non-formally defined heritage sites, of institutions concerned 

with heritage and the corresponding actors.  

And that is what this is about. Heritage must be understood as a factor for democratic 

development processes. In other words, the actors of civil societies must be involved 

in the protection and use of heritage in a responsible manner. This requires the par-

ticipation of the population as called for in the Global Strategy, which unfortunately 

still takes place far too rarely. It is still standard to focus responsibility for the protec-

tion and use of heritage on institutions and their representatives. The criticism of this 

attitude, which was already voiced in the 1990s using the term "authorize discourse", 

therefore continues. 
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European Cultural Heritage Year - Sharing Heritage 

 

Slide 9 - European Cultural Heritage Year (ECHY) 

A very important aspect of the ECHY program was therefore no longer to promote 

the "authorized discourse" of institutions and self-proclaimed experts. What should be 

heritage and what quality it should have must also be determined by the members of 

civil societies. They must therefore be declared responsible for the conservation pro-

cesses of their heritage. The heritage of humanity, both material and immaterial, rep-

resents cultural diversity; this is precisely what is called for in the protection of herit-

age, especially with regard to democratic processes.  

ECHY guaranteed diversity, which is reflected on the cover of the ECHY Newsletter 

from January 2019. The facets reflected here not only express diversity, but also the 

success that this year has brought to the European cultural heritage for all partici-
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pants. And it was precisely the diversity of views on European culture in terms of her-

itage, its history, present and future that was the linchpin for us to initiate this project. 

UNESCO World heritage and UNESCO Associated Schools 

 

Slide 10 - UNESCO World heritage and UNESCO Associated Schools 

Goals and target groups 

The aim of the project has been to prepare the common World Heritage of the partic-

ipating countries as a theme for the network of UNESCO-associated schools in Eu-

rope and to anchor it there in a sustainable manner. This network was to be 

strengthened through transnational cooperation between the UNESCO Associated 

Schools and with the cultural heritage. In addition, European students should be mo-
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bilized for the significance of their common heritage sites and their sustainable de-

velopment. 

UNESCO Associated Schools Network (ASPnet) 

 

Slide 11 - UNESCO Associated Schools Network (ASPnet) 

The UNESCO Associated Schools Network is committed to integrating UNESCO's 

goals and ideals into school teaching and everyday school life. The main focus is on 

human rights and democracy education, intercultural and global learning, environ-

mental education and UNESCO World Heritage. The worldwide network was founded 

in 1953 and now comprises over 10,000 educational institutions worldwide, coordi-

nated by UNESCO headquarters in Paris, which in turn cooperates closely with the 
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national coordination offices of the UNESCO project schools, which manage the 

school networks at the national level. So this is the context of our project. 

Implementation 

 

Slide 12 - Kick Off - Meeting 

On 28 January 2019 we had the `kick-off` meeting of this project in Dresden. That 

was 11 months ago. At that time, I think we all had little concrete idea about how we 

could implement the project. What we knew was that we wanted to expand the con-

cept of the World Heritage Convention, which is directed at material heritage, with 

transboundary sites.  
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What values and paradigms oriented our work?  

I would like to identify, to name, the paradigms that are relevant to us. And when I 

say us, I mean the IHS team, the participating schools and their teachers and stu-

dents, and last but not least the representatives of the participating sites.  

Peace policy through human rights and intercultural and global ed-

ucation 

The first paradigm to which we have oriented ourselves has been that of peace poli-

tics in a world that is once again marked by national megalomania and the associat-

ed conflicts, and by forms of nationalism and racism.  

Universal Declaration of Human Rights 

 

Slide 13 - Universal Declaration of Human Rights 
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In this respect, the human rights adopted in 1948, which call for the acceptance and 

appreciation of life in cultural diversity, have been important goals and tasks for us. 

They have been the basis for and constituent components of the projects of the IHS 

and thus of this project as well. Mr. Huefner and Verena Aebischer have already de-

scribed these paradigms. However, I would like to go into this briefly.  

Peace is the recognizing of the rights and duties of individuals within the community 

of nations based on common and internationally accepted rules. These rules were 

defined by 48 member states of the International Community in 1948 with the Univer-

sal Declaration of Human Rights. Thus, the founders of UNESCO recognized that 

people can only live in peace if the peoples of the world accept each other. This nec-

essarily involves acceptance of every kind of diversity; diversity of cultures, diversity 

of traditions, diversity of life styles and, even more, diversity of values. 
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Project Participants 

 

Slide 14 - Project Participants 

In the transboundary project the implementation of the values of the Declaration of 

Human Rights aimed at a fundamental mediation of cultural diversity through a trans-

national intercultural discourse, here among Czech, Danish, German and Polish stu-

dents. The goal was to initiate joint experiences of the participating students in vari-

ous workshops. This in turn has facilitated processes of cooperative learning about 

the common sites and has brought the participants together with the joint production 

of the videos with regard to their heritage. It is difficult to assess the extent to which 

this experience has brought us closer to the history that distinguishes and connects 

it. The common experience in the workshops as such, however, has shaped the col-
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lective consciousness of the participants. And that alone can be considered a suc-

cess.  

In reflection on what has been achieved, and what the next steps are, the fol-

lowing can be stated: 

The category of "Transboundary World Heritage” implies that these sites share com-

mon criteria for the inscription as World Heritage. These criteria of so-called "out-

standing universal value” can be found on both sides of the border. For the pupils this 

meant that they had to identify the criteria bi-nationally. That is, they had to work to-

gether to deal with a heritage that separated them both nationally and historically. 

They were thus confronted with history and the present at the same time. They had 

to reconcile both with a view to the future. This, it can be said, was achieved and is 

expressed in the videos. It remains to be seen whether and, if so, how these experi-

ences will be sustainable. In any case, these students must continue the discourse 

they have begun and we should all work towards that.  

The conclusion is therefore that transnational world heritage, both as an object of 

learning and as a method, is a useful tool for initiating intercultural dialogue. At the 

same time, human rights and cultural diversity are requisites of the European values 

whose implementation must never cease.  
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Convention Concerning the Protection of the World Cultural and Natural Herit-

age 

 

Slide 15 - Preamble 

A further aim of this project was to make all participants, but especially the students, 

aware of the importance of heritage for identity formation. To this end, I would like to 

address the preamble to the World Heritage Convention and explicitly the transna-

tional heritage expressed in the transboundary sites. Two aspects of the Convention 

are relevant to this objective. The first aspect is the justification for the adoption of the 

Convention, presented in the preamble:  

It says, among other things, that the destruction of heritage is multidimensional. De-

struction of heritage is usually done by human beings. At the same time, societies 
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suffer a destruction of their identity through the destruction of heritage. They lose 

thereby the awareness of their belonging.  

World Heritage Sites 

 

Slide 16 - World Heritage Sites 

Why do you think the IS, Boko Haram and other terrorist organizations are so active 

in many Arab and African countries? They are destroying heritage in order to estab-

lish their own power more easily. In the preamble to the World Heritage Convention, 

it was therefore precisely their identity-forming character as well as the transnational 

societal responsibility for the protection of heritage that were formulated.  
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Convention Concerning the Protection of the World Cultural and Natural Herit-

age 

 

Slide 17 - Convention Article 27 

The second aspect to which I would like to refer to is the educational mandate formu-

lated in Article 27 of the Convention; also that of World Heritage. I think that the 

UNESCO Associated Schools network (ASPnet) also refers to this article when it de-

clares the mediation of World Heritage to be an educational mission. For the interpre-

tation of this article this means that World Heritage must be passed on across gener-

ations and institutions, as this is the only way to ensure that the value of our World 

Heritage can be sustainably anchored.  
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The Standing Conference’s “Education in the Digital World” Strategy 

 

Slide 18 - The Standing Conference’s “Education in the Digital World” Strategy 

A third aspect that came to bear on our project was the strategy of the Conference of 

Education Ministers [of the German Federal States] “Education in the Digital World" 

adopted in 2016. Within this strategy, the chapter on educational media was particu-

larly relevant for us. Taking this strategy paper into account, the project aimed to 

identify and implement new formats for communicating relevant topics.  

Of particular importance to us were the so-called "open licences" for media, as they 

are expressed in the term "open educational resources,” which were promoted by 

UNESCO itself. With the production of videos by and for schoolchildren, we have 

been active in the field of educational media and, in my opinion, have been very suc-

cessful. In contrast, my assessment of the matter of identity formation is ambivalent. 
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Project Sites 

 

Slide 19 - Project Sites 

The workshops did not explicitly address the issue of identity, either in the two cross-

border sites or in the German World Heritage Site. This had to do with the fact that 

we had to enter into the depths of the World Heritage Convention. This was neither 

possible in terms of time nor content.  

Furthermore, the students should have been comprehensively informed about the 

sites along with their transnational history and significance for sustainable develop-

ment. That, too, was and unfortunately is not possible due to — in my opinion — rela-

tively inflexible requirements of the various curricula. I also doubt that we would have 
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achieved such fundamental substantive objectives within the short time available to 

us.  

Muskauer Park / Park Mużakowski 

 

Slide 20 - Muskauer Park / Park Mużakowski 

For example The Muskauer Park / Park Mużakowsk, which is a transboundary site on 

both sides of the German-Polish border. The Muskauer Park is directly related to the 

Oder-Neisse Line, which was established as the German-Polish border by the Polish 

and GDR governments in the Görlitz Agreement of 6 July 1950. 

It was chosen because it represents both the history of the division of Europe and 

that of reunification. It was chosen because it reflects the experiences that went 

along with it — connecting people as well as separating them. Last but not least, it 
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was chosen because the site has been the nexus of many years of close German-

Polish cooperation in the field of cultural heritage protection. 

Project Videos Muskauer Park / Park Mużakowski 

 

Slide 21 - Project Videos Muskauer Park / Park Mużakowski 

In the videos these concrete elements of content are not evident. On the other hand, 

Polish and German students have come together on the overarching theme of Prince 

Pückler and his park as well as the Muskau Coal Crescent surrounding the park and 

have elaborated their own interpretations through media. 

This shared experience was successful in terms of content, intercultural aspects and 

transnational understanding of World Heritage. The students and their teachers im-

mersed themselves in a bygone world that they had to explore for themselves. They 
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experienced what had commonly shaped and what had separated them. In this re-

spect we were successful. We are therefore determined to continue this form of joint 

and target-group-oriented reappraisal of history and world heritage. 

Erzgebirge/Krušnohoří Mining Region 

 

Slide 22 - Erzgebirge/Krušnohoří Mining Region 

Similar assessments can be made for the "Erzgebirge/Krušnohoří Mining Region – a 

serial cultural landscape.” The "Erzgebirge/Krušnohoří" is also a cross-border cultural 

landscape. It lies on both sides of the German-Czech border and is connected to 

mining for both Germans and Czechs.  

The Second World War also had a fundamental impact on this transboundary site. It 

shaped the experiences and values of the people and also had a lasting effect on 
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their cultural identity. In my opinion, this history has not been worked through very 

much either. If we reflect on the objectives that we associated with the selection of 

this transnational site for the project, we must say here that much has been achieved 

and much remains to be done. And yet, in creating their videos, the students have 

worked on topics that give the common transnational history of mining and its conse-

quences an appropriate framework for the target groups. 

Project Videos Erzgebirge/Krušnohoří Mining Region 

 

Slide 23 - Videos of contemporary witnesses 

This is particularly evident in the videos created by the students. In interviews, they 

gave contemporary witnesses of the region the opportunity to talk and thereby made 

the population speak for themselves. Thus they succeeded not only in describing the 
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various epochs in the history of ore mining – e.g. before and after the Second World 

War, in the time of the GDR, and after – they also drew on a legacy that cannot be 

taken for granted as being part of school lessons. 

Project Videos Hedeby and the Danevirke 

 

Slide 24 - Project Videos Hedeby and the Danevirke (Archaeology, Trade, Borders) 

The videos concerning the Vikings were produced in Hedeby and the Danevirke by 

Danish and international students from German schools. They addressed two im-

portant aspects of the lives and activities of the Vikings between the end of the eighth 

and middle of the eleventh century, namely the topics: borders — cross borders as 

well as that of trade. Through archaeological investigations, assisted by experts, the 

students found still visible traces of the Viking legacy and worked out ways of con-
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veying them in their videos. Formally the results correspond to the global educational 

mission of ASPnet, although the needed depth of treatment is missing. 

hIn summary, I would therefore like to state t at when looking ahead, the real or sup-

posed attractiveness of the new media for students should be taken into account. 

However, this should not take place at the expense of the intellectual development of 

students. In my understanding of learning, this means that students of SEK I and II 

should also be confronted with questions of knowledge and insight. To some extent, 

they avoid pure cognitive and reproductive learning, even if they have fun with it. 

Whether and how this can be combined with the existing curricula and whether this 

can also be achieved by means of media production are questions that would have to 

be tested. A research project within the framework of the KMK’s [Conference of Edu-

cation Ministers] strategy on "digital education" would certainly be helpful here.  

With regard to the objectives and content of the project, I would therefore like to con-

clude by referring once again to the importance of transboundary World Heritage 

sites for a sustainable, transnational European identity, in addition, to the objectives 

of Agenda 2030. I mentioned them in my welcome speech. 
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Sustainable Development Goals 

 

Slide 25 - Sustainable Development Goals 

Adopted in September 2015, the 2030 Agenda extended the objectives and content 

of the Millennium Declaration with nine more objectives and implementation strate-

gies. Seventeen objectives were set. Out of these, our project is focusing specifically 

on Objective four (sustainable education) and Objective eleven (our World Heritage).  
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Sustainable Development Goals 

 

Slide 26 – Goal 4.7, Goal 11.4 

And on this basis alone it can be said that our project was successful in every way. 

Our clear perspective is therefore to continue. The how-to is just as diverse as the 

project itself.  
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Thank you very much for your attention. 

 

Slide 27 – Thank You 
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